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JOURNAL OF WILLIAM BLACK, 

11 U. 

Secretary op the Commissioners appointed by Governor Gooch, of 

Virginia, to unite with those from the colonies of Pennsylvania 

and Maryland, to treat with the Iroquois or Six Nations- 

of Indians, in reference to the lands west of the 

Allegheny Mountains. 

Edited by E. Alonzo Brock, Secretary of the Virginia Historical Society. 

(Continued from page 249.) 

Philadelphia, TJiursday 3 1st. 
Where I left you last night I found myself this morning 
about 6 O'Cloek, and at 7 I ventur'd up and went to the 
Commissioners' Lodgings, where I Breakfasted and wrote till 
near 12 O'Cloek, when I went Home and Dress'd myself, and 
Join'd the Company at the Coffee House, who were to Meet 
there in order partake of the proffer'd bounty of Mr. Thomas 
Lawrence, 1 one of the Honourable Council, Alderman, and i 
Considerable Merchant of the City ; Din'd between 1 and 2 
O'Cloek in Company with the Governor and several other 
Gentlemen of the Town. After Dinner, the Commissioners, 
with the Governor in his Coach, took a ride two or three 
Miles out to view the Curious Plantation belonging to Mr. 
Turner ; 2 the rest of the Levee with myself, with some of our 
New Acquaintance, took a turn to the Center House, 3 where is 

1 Thomas Lawrence was the son of Thomas Lawrence and Elizabeth 
Lewis. He was in business with Edward Shippen (of Lancaster). He was 
a member of the Common Council, an Alderman, one of the Governor's 
Council, and five times Mayor of the city. He died in his fifth mayoralty, 
April 25, 1753, and is buried in Christ Church ground, where his vault is 
one of the few on which armorial bearings can be traced. 

2 Joseph Turner, whose place spoken of was on the late Turner's Lane. 
He was a partner of Mr. Allen, to whom he was nearly related. He was 
appointed a member of the Governor's Council in May, 1747, and held 
various offices under the Provincial Government. He died at his seat at an 
advanced age in 1783. 

3 At Penn Square. 
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a Billiard Table and Bowling Green, where we Amus'd our- 
selves the Afternoon ; this place is so call'd the Center as it 
ly's in the middle, between the Rivers Delaware and School- 
kill, and, according to the Plann of the City, it extends from 
the one River to the Other, and this place is laid off for the 
middle of the Town. In the close of the Evening, we got to 
the Coffee house, where we Join'd the Commissioners, etc., 
and after a short stay from thence to the Clubb, where the 
Comm'rs pass'd two or three hours and Retir'd to their Lodg- 
ings ; for my part, I staid as long as any of my Company did, 
and on the first Motion to begone I was ready ; but I do 
assure you that it was the Pleasures of Conversation, more 
than that of the Glass, that Induc'd me ; I observ'd that in such 
a Company, I could Learn More of the Constitution of the 
Place, their Trade, and manner of living, in one hour, than a 
Week's Observation Sauntering up and down the City could 
produce; besides numberless other Advantages which is to 
be gather'd from the Conversation of a Polite Company, which 
brings many helps to the Understanding of a Person, who 
otherwise has his Sight Limited to the Length of his JSTose ; 
At 11, or few Minutes after, My Company withdrew, we 
Separated just after, every one to his Respective Lodgings. I 
got to my Appartment directly, and went to bed. 

Philadelphia, Friday, June 1st. 
The Sun had run his course in our Hemisphere for the 
space of two hours, before the Leaden Scepter was removed 
from my Eye Lids, at last about a half an hour past 6, 1 had 
those Instruments of Sight and Doors of the Mind laid open, 
and Jump'd from my Bed in some haste, designing before 
that time to have been at the Market Place ; the days of 
Market are Tuesday and Friday, when you may be Supply 'd 
with every Necessary for the Support of Life thro'ut the 
whole year, both Extraordinary Good and reasonably Cheap, 
it is allow'd by Foreigners to be the best of its bigness in the 
known "World, and undoubtedly the largest in America ; I got 
to this place by 7 ; and had no small Satisfaction in seeing the 
pretty Creatures, the young Ladies, traversing the place from 
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Stall to Stall where they cou'd make the best Market, some 
with their Maid behind them with a Basket to carry home 
the Purchase, Others that were designed to buy but trifles, as 
a little fresh Butter, a Dish of Green Peas, or the like, had 
Good Nature and Humility enough to be their own Porters ; 
I have so much Regard for the fair Sex that I Imagin'd, like 
the Woman of in the Holy Writ, some Charm in 

touching even the hem of their Garments ; after I had made 
my Market, which was One penny worth of Whey and a 
Nose Gay, I Disengag'd myself from the Multitude, and made 
the best of my way to Mr. Strettell's where I Breakfasted : 
after Breakfast I Exchang'd the Commissioner's Bills for 
Gold and Paper Money to the Value of 700 and odd Pounds, 
and after I settled the Account return'd to my Lodgings, in 
order to Dress my self and Join the Commissioners, &c. who 
Design'd after Dinner to pay a Visit to Mr. James Logan, 
who through the Infirmities of Old age hastened on with a 
lingering Distemper had Petir'd from Business, to live at a 
Beautiful House 1 he had about 4 miles from the City : At 1 
O'clock P.M. : at tbe Invitation of Secretary Peters, I went 
with him to the three Tunn Tavern in Water Street, 2 where 
in Company with the Gentlemen of the Levee & two or three 
more of the Town, I Din'd, and after a few Glasses of Good 
Madeira, Mr. Lee, Mr. Littlepage, Mr. Brooks and My self set 
out in order to Accompany the Commissioners to Mr. Logan's, 
they were gone before we got to their Lodgings, but with the 
Help of some very good Horses, which we were Oblig'd to some 
of the Town's Gentlemen for, we soon came up with them, and 
Mr. Strettell & Son, who were with them. We got to Mr. 
Logan's, a few minutes after 3, and found him hid in the 
Bushes, an Expression the Indians used when Treating with 
the Province at Philadelphia, in July 1742, saying " They 
were sorry to find their Good Friend James Logan hid in the 
Bushes," Meaning, it gave them concern their Friend was so 

1 Stenton. 

2 It stood at the corner of Ton Alley and "Water Street, which at the 
present day runs from 120 S. Delaware Avenue to 121 S. Water Street. 
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much Oppress'd with Sickness as to be Oblig'd to live a Life 
Retir'd from Public afiairs : he had been a very great Bene- 
factor to the Indians, and Conducted several Treaties with 
them, and they having always found him true to them, had 
an Extraordinary Regard for him : The Commissioners had 
some Conversation with him about the Indians, and told him, 
his Advice would be of the last Consequence to them in Con- 
ducting the Treaty, he appear'd somewhat Reserv'd and 
Spoke very little : At last the Tea Table was Set, and one 
of his Daughters presented herself in Order to fill out the 
Fashionable "Warm Water : I was really very much Surpriz'd 
at the Appearance of so Charming a Woman, in a place where 
the seeming Morosness, and Gratified Father's Appearance, 
Promised no such Beauty, tho' it must be allow'd the Man 
seem'd to have some Remains of a handsome enough Person, 
and a Compleetion beyond his years, far he was turn'd off 70 : 
But to return to the Lady, I declare I burnt my Lips more 
than once, being quite thoughtless of the warmness of my 
Tea, entirely lost in Contemplating her Beauties. 

She was tall, and Slender, but Exactly well Shap'd her 
Features Perfect, and Compleetion tho' a little the whitest, 
yet her Countenance had something in it extremely Sweet, 
her Eyes Express'd a very great Softness, denoting a Compos'd 
Temper and Serenity of Mind, Her Manner was Grave and 
Reserv'd, and to be short, She had a Sort of Majesty in her 
Person, and Agreeableness in her Behaviour, which at Once 
Surprized and Charmed the Beholders •} After the Tea Table 
was remov'd, we were going to take leave, but it appear'd 
we must first view his Library, which was Customary with 
him, to any Persons of Account, He had really a very fine 
Collection of Books, both Ancient and Modern, he seem'd to 
Regrate that none of his Sons knew how to use them, and 
that he design'd them as a Legacy to the City when he Died ■? 

■ The lady so favorably described by the journalist was no doubt Hannah, 
second daughter of James Logan, who in 1748 married John Smith the 
ancestor of our excellent citizen John Jay Smith. 

2 The collection now forms a portion of the Loganian Library, and is con- 
nected with the Philadelphia Library Company. 
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After the Old Gentleman had been Complimented on his fine 
Taste we Departed. Prom this Mr. Strettell carried us to 
German Town about a mile further, where he had a little 
Country House to which he used to come and spend some 
part of the Summer Months, his Wife was then there : Ger- 
man Town about 6 miles from Philadelphia, is a Continued 
Row of Houses on each side of a Public Road, for more than 
a Mile and a half, the Inhabitants are Chiefly Dutch, and has 
a very Good Church with Organs in the Town. 1 We staid 
till near Sun-down at Mr. Strettell's Villa, where we were 
very kindly Receiv'd by Mrs. Strettell, she appear'd to be a 
very Agreeable Woman, and Considering she was in years 
was Admirably well Shap'd : Mr. Strettell had not been long 
in Philadelphia, he came over from London with a Cargoe of 
Goods about 9 years Since, and had very Good Success in 
Trade, he was one of the Friends, but seem'd not much Af- 
fected to their under hand way of Dealing and Cloak of 
Religion, he, I really do believe, appear'd what he really was, 
a very Honest Dealer, and Sincere in everything he Acted ; 
he was a very Modest Man in Company, Spoke little, but 
what he said was always worth the Noticing, as he gave 
everything Consideration before he Deliver'd it ; he was of a 
Crazy Constitution, and Consequently very Moderate in 
Drinking and kept Good horses, tho' I believe that was rather 
Natural, than fore'd for his Health ; he had only one son who 
Liv'd with him, about 19, and was in Partnership with him 
in Trade, he appear'd to be a very Promising Sober and well 
Inclin'd young Man, 2 and much Attach'd to Business, even 
Uncommon for his years. We got to Town about Dark, and 
Spent the Evening at the Commissioner's Lodgings, where I 
Sup'd and about 10 at Night went home to my Lodging. 

' Germantown was founded in 1683 by F. D. Pastoriua. Philadelphia at 
that time consisted only of three or four little cottages. 

Gabriel Thomas states that in 1696, all sorts of good paper and fine Ger- 
man linen were manufactured here. — Watson's Annals, vol. i. 

2 Eobert Strettell had two sons ; Amos, the one alluded to, was the eldest, 
the other, John, resided with his grandfather, John Owen, in London. 
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Philadelphia, Saturday, June 2d. 
This Morning I Rose about 6 O'Clock and made Journal 
Entries till Breakfast time. Then, I went with Bob Brooks 
to Mr. Kerr's Lodgings where we drunk Tea, then I re- 
turn'd to Mr. Peters's and wrote till near 12, at which time 
Colonel Taylor and Mr. Lewis paid me a Visit, I Dress'd 
and with them went to meet the Commissioners at the Coffee 
house, 1 from which we were to go to the Tunn Tavern to 
Dine, having an Invitation the day before from the Governor 
who is a Member of the Clubb or certain Number of Gentle- 
men that Meet at this house every Saturday to Eat Beet- 
Stakes, and from that is Call'd the Beef-Stake Clubb ; but 
when Dinner came there was more than twenty Dishes besides 
that of Stakes, sometime after Dinner, the young men and 
myself took a turn to the privateer that was Rigging at Mr. 
Andrew Hamilton's Wharf, and after that Mr. Littlepage 
and I went to Mr. Plumsted's, 2 where we staid till dark, the 
Governor, and the Commissioners having spent the Afternoon 
together, in the Evening went to the Clubb. I had an Ap- 
pointment to meet Mr. Kerr, Capt. Crawford, and two or 
three more at a certain House, and the hour being come, I 
hastened to the Place, I found them all there, and in humour 
to be very Merry, Some of the Company Drunk Punch, others 
Wine, According as their Inclinations led them : We got in 
Discourse on several Subjects which would be Foreign to my 
Purpose to Relate : Only I must put down for a Memoran- 
dum to My Self; What past between two Gentlemen of the 
Company with whom I had no Acquaintance, their Conver- 

1 Previous to the opening of the London Coffee House at the S. W. cor- 
ner of Front and Market Streets by Bradford in 1754, a public house of that 
name was kept by the Widow Roberts in Front Street below Black Horse 
Alley, and was probably that visited by the commissioners. 

2 Either Clement Plumsted or his son William ; both were prominent 
citizens at the time, the former being a common councillor, and the latter an 
alderman. Clement Plumsted was a member of the Governor's Council and 
three times Mayor of the city. William was twice Mayor of the city, and 
died in 1765 during the Stamp Act excitement. According to Watson, he 
was buried without the pomp which was then customary at the funerals of 
persons of prominence. 

28 
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sation turn'd mostly on Several Characters; the one found 
something that was Praise-worthy in every Body that was 
mentioned, he dropped all their Faults and Talked of nothing 
but their Good Qualities Sought out Good Motives for every 
Action that had the Appearance of bad turned Extravagance 
into Generosity, Avarice into Prudence, & so on through the 
whole Catalogue of Virtues and Vices : On the Contrary the 
other fell to Cutting up every Fresh Person that was brought 
on the Carpet, without any Mercy: He loaded them with 
Blemishes, was Silent on all their Perfections, Imputed Good 
Actions to bad Motives, Looked thro' the Magnifying Glass 
on all their Deffects, and through the other end of the perspec- 
tive on Everything that was Commendable in them. In a 
word they were as Opposite in their way of thinking, as 
Black is to White, or Light to Darkness. This Contrast in 
these two, and the eagerness with which they Espous'd their 
Favourite Topicks one of Praising, and the other of Blaming, 
put me on the Serious, to Consider the Motives from which 
they both Acted, I cou'd not help thinking well of him who 
Judg'd so Favourably. But I cou'd not think favourably of 
him who cou'd not think well of any Body, for my part, I 
shall always look on those People who are so Suspicious, and 
cannot have a Good opinion of any, as such, who Possess very 
little Goodness themselves, and Impute their Dexterity in 
observing the faults they Esclaim, more to the Badness of 
their Heads than the Goodness of their Heads. But I was 
somewhat surpris'd when after the company broke up, I 
Enquir'd of my Acquaintance the Character of the Disput- 
ants, on his telling these Gentlemen was quite the Reverse of 
what they appear'd to be, and what they Argued was merely 
for the Argument Sake, I seem'd satisfy'd, but I cou'd not 
help thinking, Contradiction had a finger in the Pye. To 
conclude we parted about 12 O'Clock at Eight ; two of the 
Company was so Civil that they wou'd see me to my Lodgings, 
where they wisht me Good Night, and I got into the Sheets 
as fast as Possible. 
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Philadelphia, Sunday, June 3rd. 
Rose at 7, took several turns in the Garden with Mr. Peters 
& Bob Brooks, afterwards I went to Mr. Strettells; found 
Colonel Lee not well, having Intermitting Fevers, for which 
he Resol'd to take the Bark ; after Breakfast I return 'd to my 
Room and Dress'd, and in Company with Mr. Secretary, Col. 
Beverley, and some more of our Gang, I went to Christ's 
Church, where I heard a very Good Discourse on the Words 
in the 19 Ch. of Matthew and 46 Verse. This Church is a 
very Stately Building, but is not yet Finished. The Paint- 
ings of the Altar Piece will, when done, be very Grand ; two 
Rows of Corinthian Pillars, and Arches turn'd from the one 
to the other Supports the Roof and the Galleries, the Peughs 
and Boxes were not all done so that everything seem'd half 
finished. I was not a little Surpris'd to see such a Number of 
Fine Women in one Church, as I never had heard Philadelphia 
noted Extraordinary that way ; but I must say, since I have 
been in America, I have not seen so fine a Collection at one 
time and Place. After this Congregation was Dismiss'd, 
Colonel Taylor, Mr. Lewis, &c, of the Levee went to the 
Commissioners' Lodgings, where we found Colonel Lee ready 
to go to Mr. Andrew Hamilton's 1 where we were Invited to 
Dine this Day ; about a Quarter after 1 O'Clock we had Din- 
ner, and I do assure you a very fine one, but as I am not able 
to draw up a Bill of Fare, I shall only say, that we had very 
near 18 Dish of Meat, besides a very nice Collation ; after this 
Was over, it was time for to think of going to Church for 
Afternoon, accordingly, most of our young Company with my 
Self, went in order to Visit the Reverend Mr. Gilbert Ten- 
nant, 2 a Disciple of the Great Whitefield, whose followers are 

1 The residence of Andrew Hamilton was the once celebrated Bush Hill, 
the site of which is within the present built-up portion of Philadelphia. In 
1791, John Adams, while Vice-President of the United States, resided in 
the Hamilton Mansion, and the letters of Mrs. Adams give a description of 
it at that time. It was then two miles from the city. In 1793 Bush Hill 
was used as a Hospital for Yellow Fever patients. 

2 The Eeverend Gilbert Tennant was the son of the Rev. Wm. Tennant, a 
cousin of James Logan, who conducted successfully for a long series of years 
a school which was popularly known as the " Log College." 

Gilbert Tennant embraced the doctrines of Whitefield and was one of his 
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Call'd the New Lights ; we found him Delivering his Doc- 
trine with a very Good Grace, Split his Text as Judiciously, 
tum'd up the Whites of his Eyes as Theologically, Cuff 'd his 
Cushion as Orthodoxly, and twist'd his Band as Primitively 
as his Master Whitefield 1 coud have done, had he been there 
himself ; We were not Converts enough to hear him to an 
end, but withdrew very Circumspectly, and bent our Course 
to the Quaker Meeting, 2 where we found one of the Travel- 
ling Friends, Labouring Under the Spirit very Powerfully, 
had he been a little more Calm, and not hurried himself so on, 
as if he had not half time to say what he had in his Mind, 
We as well as the Rest of his Brethern, woud have received 
more Instruction, but one Sentence came so fast treading on 
the heels of Another, that I was in great pain of his Choak- 
ing : however, we had Patience to hear him out, and after a 
little Pause he gave us a Short Prayer, and then Struck 
hands with two Elderly Friends on his Right and Left, and 
we broke up ; In the Evening I went & Spent an hour with 
Capt. Blair, after which I came to Mr. Strettell's where I 
Sup'd and about 9 O'Clock went to my Lodgings, where I 
had Spent sometime in Reading. I went to Bed 35 Minutes 
after 10. 

Philadelphia, Monday, June the 4th. 
This Morning the Sun hardly saw me in Bed, I was up at 
4 O'Clock, and went to Engage Riding Horses and a Waggon 
to Transport us to Lancaster, I found great Difficulty to per- 
suade the People to promise their Horses. As we were not 
certain of the time we shoud be ready to go, at 9 I Return 'd 
to Mr. Strettell's where I Breakfasted, and Inform'd the Com- 

most zealous and arduous disciples ; his efforts caused a schism in the First 
Presbyterian Church, and led to the building of the church at the corner 
of 3rd and Arch Streets.— Watson's Annals, vol. i. 288. 

In 1774 Tennant preached in the building known as the " Old Academy," 
erected by the admirers of Whitefield.— See Franklin's Autobiography. 

1 Whitefield in the year 1739 preached on Society Hill to 15,000 persons. 
His influence was so great that public amusements, dancing, balls, and con- 
certs were suspended. — Ibid., vol. i. 173. 

2 Southwest corner Market and Second Streets. 
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missioners of my Success. This Forenoon I was Employ'd in 
writing, and Colonel Lee kept his Room all the Day, taking 
the Bark. After 12, 1 went home and Dress'd in Order to 
Join our Company who were to Dine at Mr. Jno. Sober's, 1 a 
very Considerable Merchant in the City, a few Minutes after 
1, we had a very handsome Entertainment, Variety of Dishes, 
Serv'd up in the very best manner ; after some Healths had 
gone round in Bumpers, I slipt away, and Return'd to Col. 
Lee; this Afternoon I wrote from the Mouth of Colonel 
James Patton, of Augusta County 2 (who arriv'd in Town the 
day before, and had been in Lancaster in his way hither), the 
Particulars of the Skirmish, that had happened between the 
Inhabitants of the said County, and some of the Shawana 
Indians in December, 1742 : 3 In the Forenoon Colo. Beverley 
had been with Colo. Patton to the Governor, that he might 
hear from Colonel Patton 's Mouth a Relation of the Matter, 
and how that Affair Really was, wherein the Virginians had 
been Represented to his Honour and the People of this Pro- 
vince in a very wrong Light, and that Hostilities were first 
begun on their side, but the Governor on hearing Colonel 
Patton, he seem'd Satisfy'd that the Indians were the first 
Aggressors. I eat Supper at Mr. Strettell's, and about 10 at 
Kight went to my Lodgings. 

Philadelphia, Tuesday the 5th. 
Rose at 6 O'Clock, went and Bought a Hundred Lemons for 
Sea-store ; eat Breakfast at Mr. Strettell's, and at 11 in the 

1 John Sober was an alderman and a member of Common Council, and 
one of the subscribers to the dancing assembly of 1748. 

2 Colonel James Patton was a native of Donegal, Ireland, a man of pro- 
perty and owner of a ship, who emigrated to Virginia about 1738. He ob- 
tained for himself and associates a grant of 120,000 acres of land in the 
Valley. He settled on the South. Fork of the Shenandoah. — Campbell's 
Va., 433. 

3 In the month of December, 1743, Captain John McDowell, surveyor of 
the land in Bardin's Grant, falling into an ambush, was slain, together with 
eight comrades, in a skirmish with a party of Shawnee Indians. This oc- 
curred at the junction of the North Eiver with the James. — Campbell's Va., 
432. 
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forenoon, with Colonel Beverley and the Gentlemen of the 
Levee, I went to the State House, where Doctor Spencer Enter- 
tain'd Us very Agreeably with several Philosophical Transac- 
tions, first he Prov'd and Illustrated by Experiments, Sir 
Isaac Newton's Theory of Light and Colours, also Several 
Curious Objects Shown by the Solar Microscope, together 
with the Circulation of the Blood, all which he perform'd 
very much to the Satisfaction of the Spectators ; then we 
return'd to Mr. StrettelFs, and from thence with Colonel Lee, 
to Mr. John Turner's, where in company with his Honour 
the Governor and several other Towns Gentlemen we Din'd. 
In the Afternoon Arrived an Express to the Secretary, with 
the following Letter from Conrad "Weiser : — 

To Richard Peters, Esq., in Philadelphia. 

June the 2nd, 1744, in the Even'g. 
Sir: This Afternoon about 5 of the Clock, Shickelamy 
Arriv'd Accompanied by his Grandson ; he Informs me, that 
notice had been given to the several Towns of the Six Nations 
by the Council of Onondago ; that their several Deputies shoud 
get ready to set out at such a day for Pennsylvania (which 
was the 18th day of May last). Accordingly the Oneidoe's 
Deputies set out, and after having finished their Canoes on a 
Branch of Susquehannah, they sett off and came to Otzininky, 
near a Branch of said River, that comes from Onondago ; but 
they coud hear nothing of the Onondagus, they supposed them 
to be at the head of said Branch Making their Canoes. These 
Oneidoes came along to Idyixogan 1 a great Branch of Susque- 
hannah, that comes down from the Cayingos and Sonickers, 
they heard nothing of this last Mentioned Indian Deputies, 
(here the Tuscorara Deputies staid, who had set out with 
them, living near together) the Oneidoes arriv'd at Shicke- 
lamy's the 80th of last Month, only Six Men. Shickelamy 
Assures me, that the several Deputies had certainly set out at 
the said time : As for the Special Messengers, the Council 
at Onondago had promis'd to send Shickelamy an Account, 
for he believes the whole Company to be near, and is in haste 
to go home to-morrow ; but I expect still such a Messenger ; 
be it how it will, the Indians are a coming, and Shickelamy, 
will send a Letter from Shomockeor 2 after they Arrive there, 
if none are sent before by the Chiefs of the said Indians 

1 Pine Creek. 2 Shamokin. 
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which I think can hardly be otherways. I must have all 
this to his Honour the Governor, what he may think proper 
to Inform the Governor of Maryland of, I am at a loss because 
no certain time can be mentioned of their arriving ; untill the 
second Messenger Arrive, I cannot write anything to Gover- 
nor Bladen. 

I am a little better than I have been, the Fever abated very 
much last night ; but if these Indians should be so near as 
Shickelamy Imagine, I can be of no Service to the Treaty, for 
I cant go from Home, for having had such a Fever, as I In- 
form'd you of a few days ago, this two weeks every Night, and 
a Continual Sweat upon one every day, and coud not eat at 
all till tbis very day, when Victuals seem to stay with me, has 
brought me very low down. I am Resign'd to Divine Provi- 
dence in all things, so in this ; in the meantime, I am hopes to 
recover soon. Shickelamy is very glad that the Commissioners 
are arriv'd in Philadelphia : this is all present which I can 
Inform, am in hopes soon to be able, upon the arrival of the 
Second Messenger, to inform more : You will acquaint our 
Governor of this, who is more able to form a Judgment out 
of all this, what to write to Governor Bladen, than I ; no body 
needs to Stirr, I shall write to Lancaster, to order Provision 
to be got ready, I have sent my Son to-day to Mr. Cookson, 
about Six hours before Shickelamy arriv'd, but must send him 
again so soon as he comes home. With my Kind Respects. 

I am Sir Yours. 

CONRAD WEISER. 

P. S. — June the 3rd in the morning Shickellamy further 
informs ; that the Interpretor of Albany had been among the 
five Nations, to Invite the/m to Albany to Treat with the 
Governor of New York. 

I Continue under a great Sweat but for the violence of 
Fever I hope is over. 

Be pleas'd to Dispatch my Son as soon as Possible. 

In the Evening in Company with Mr. Lewis, and Mr. 
Littlepage I went to Mr. Levy's 1 a Jew, and very Considerable 
Merch't, he was a Widdower. And his Sister Miss Hettie Levy 
kept his House. We staid Tea, and was very agreeably Enter- 
tain'd by the Young Lady ; She was of the middle Stature, 
and very well made her Complection Black but very Comely, 

1 Probably Samson Levy, a subscriber to the dancing assembly of 1748. 
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she had two Charming Eyes, full of Fire and Rolling ; Eye- 
Brows Black and well turn'd, with a Beautiful head of Hair, 
Coal Black which she wore a Wigg, waving in wanting curl- 
ing Ringletts in her Neck ; She was a Lady of a great Deal 
of Wit, Join'd to a Good Understanding, full of Spirits, and 
of a Humour exceeding Jocose and Agreeable. We took our 
leave and came away well satisfy 'd with the Ladies' Company; 
at 8 O'Clock went to hear a Consert of Musick ; the Performers 
was some Town's Gentlemen, and did CJs the Honour of an 
Invitation, we staid till past 11, and I left the Company to go 
Home to my Lodgings ; In my way, I was met by a Woman 
tollerably well dress'd, and seem'd a good likely Person to 
Appearance, but very Much in Liquor ; I shoud not have ob- 
served her ; but about twenty yaixls before I came up to her, 
she made a full stop, and the Moon Shining Bright I coud 
well Observe her ; She on my coming up, look'd me right in 
the Pace, which caused me to make a Stop ; She ask'd me 
where I was going, I answered Home ; on this I had Curiosity 
enough to turn her round to have a better view ; on which I 
made the Discovery of her being in a Condition, which of all 

others, least becomes the Sex 

It was after 12 before I went to bed and in my Sleep (I 
thought so much of this Drunken Woman) that I Dream'd of 
Her all the Night. 

Philadelphia, Wednesday, June the 6th. 
This Morning I Rose by 6 O'clock, when I went to the 
Comm'rs' Lodgings, where I was taken up most of the Day 
in some Writtings concerning the Indian Treaty, at 1 O'clock 
the Comm'rs, &c. went to Dine with his Honour the Governor, 
from thence returned to their Lodgings : In the afternoon, as 
I was writting I heard two Ladies Discoursing in a Room off 
that wherein I was, on which I sent a Petition begging the 
Favour of a Song, which they had the Goodness to hear, and 
Consented to it, to my no small Satisfaction ; Sup'd with the 
Commissioners, and at 10 O'clock went home to my Room. 
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Philadelphia, Thursday, June the 7th. 
This being the day the Post to the Southward setts of I got 
up pretty early and wrote Several Letters for Virginia and 
Annapolis; after Breakfast I went to the Commissioners 
where I Copied some letters, among which, the following for 
the Governor of Virginia. 

To The Hon'ble William Gooeh, Esq., Governor of Virginia. 
May it Please your Honour. 

"We are yet uncertain when the Indians will be at Lancaster, 
the last account of them is in a Letter of the 2nd from Conrad 
"Weiser, in which he writes Secretary Peters : that the several 
Deputies were to set out the 18th of May ; that Six Men the 
Deputies of the Oneidoes were arriv'd the 30th of last Month, 
that the Tuscororoes were not far behind, but no account of 
the other four Nations. The Governor here Expects they 
will all be at the Place, the last of the Week, and we shall 
hence by Monday at furthest ; we wish it may be so. We 
Inclose a Copy of the Speech which this Governor intends to 
make, he communicated it to us, as we have done what we 
have to say at the first Conference, which he approves of. 

We forwarded your letter to the Governor of New York, 
last Post, No Answer is come yet, their Interpreter, has been 
with the Indians, to Invite them to a Treaty at Albany in 
this Month, and to receive a Present, these Courtships from 
the several Colonies, and the French "Warr will make the 
Indians rise in their Demands: we intend to abate their 
Pride, by showing them that they have no Title ; that by the 
last Treaty they solemnly Engage not to pass the River Cohon- 

forootan, and so what is given is matter of Favour rather a 
'resent than a Payment. 

These Assemblies have other Notions of the usefulness of 
these Indians, than the Virginia Assembly have, their Sense 
of that, is contained in that part of the Governor's Speech 
Addressed to the Commissioners ; we cannot Compliment our 
own Country with their being in the Right. 

Ample Provisions are made by this Governor for us all at 
the Place of Treaty $ which we expect will be at an Equal Ex- 
pense. Conrad Weiser has been fourteen days without eating 
as he writes, and is so weak that he will not (If he Recovers) 
be able to Attend, and as all our Speech Depends on him, and 
as we are made to believe, all our Success. The Governor 
here has sent him the Advice of a Physician from hence with 
Medicines, it is doubted if he will take them, having been 
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always against taking of Physic ; he has been it seems brought 
up in a Sect Called lJumplers, 1 a peculiar sort of Enthusiasts ; 
the Daughters of the Sect are kept together in what they call 
a Nunnery, under the Care of Men. When they arrive at 
Maturity they are at Liberty to Marry : Something has hap- 
pened lately in that Chaste Society, that has Occasioned Con- 
rad to Remove his Daughter, and perhaps it may have affected 
him so, as to bring on this long illness : We thought that it 
would not be uninteresting to you to leave the Road of Busi- 
ness, and to touch a little on Particulars, relating to this 
useful man. Colonel Patton has been as Zelelous in behalf 
His Country on the Frontiers, that he has taken a long 
Journey hither, and almost Convinced Governor Thomas, 
that the Indians were the Aggressors in the Skirmish on our 
Frontiers, he left this place yesterday, and stays at Lancaster 
until the Treaty begins, at least. 

There is to be very soon Eight Privateers 2 belonging to this 
Town, some of force, and fine Vessels, and in the Reputation 
of these depends much of the Security at present from a French 
Invasion. The Indians in the French Intr. have attack'd the 
People on the borders of New England, next to the New 
York Government, this account we saw in a letter from a 
Person of Credit at Boston to Governor Thomas, "Warr is not 
Proclaim'd here yet, the Governor waits for the King's Com- 
mands. Our last was the 28th last Month from this Place ; 
We Intreat your Honour to believe Us, 
With perfect Respect, 

Your Most Obedient & Most Humble Servants, 

THOMAS LEE, 
W. BEVERLEY. 

A little before 1 of the Clock in Company with the Com- 
missioners and their Levee, I went to Mr. William Logan's 
Merchant, 3 where with his Honour the Governor and Mr. 

1 In 1709, the Tunkards from Germany and Holland emigrated to Penn. 
and settled first at Germantown. They were well educated and fine Latinists 
—the young people of the neighborhood were sent to them to be perfected 
in this language. Alex. Mack was their principal leader. Their converts 
assumed new names, such as, Onesimus, Friedsam, &c— Watson, i. pp. 23, 
258. An account of the Dunkers or Seventh Day German Baptists, by Dr. 
William M. Fahnestock, will be found in the History of the Religious 
Denominations of the United States, by I. Daniel Eup'p. 

2 Fide p. 18. 

3 William Logan, eldest son of James Logan. He was educated in Eng- 
land. He followed commerce as a profession until the death of his father, 
when he moved to Stenton and devoted himself to agriculture. He was a 
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Secretary Peters, and some others, we Din'd; after Dinner 
and a Cheerfull Glass, the Commissioners Return'd to their 
Lodgings, and I went and paid a Visit to Capt. William 
Blair where I staid about two hours : In the Evening with 
Mr. Littlepage I went a second time to see the Agree- 
able Jewess ; while we was there, came an Acquaintance of 
Miss Levey's to Eeturn a Visit Miss Molly Stamper 1 Daughter 
of a very Considerable Merchant in the City : The Tea Table 
was set, and while we were Sipping the "Warm "Water we had 
some Agreeable Discourse, such as is Commonly brought up 
on such Occasions. After this was over Littlepage took leave, 
but I lik'd the Company of the two Fair Ones to Depart so 
soon, to be short I staid till after 9 at Night, In which time 
I got Entirely Acquainted with the Female Visitant, and 
waited on her Home, when she was so Condescending as to 
Promise me the Pleasure of her Company the Night following 
at the same Place, on seeing her to her Father's Door, I took 
leave and return'd to my Room very much Satisfied with 
this Interview of a Young Lady every way so Agreeable, and 
with a Design to Cultivate an Acquaintance which Promis'd 
so much Pleasure and Satisfaction. 

member of the Provincial Council, and like his father a friend to the Indians. 
He received them cordially at his place and educated many at his own ex- 
pense. He travelled much in this country, and his Journal from Philadel- 
phia to Georgia is still preserved. He executed the conveyance of the 
Loganian Library to the city of Philadelphia.— Watson's Annals of Phila., 
vol. i. p. 594. 

1 Mary Stamper was the eldest daughter of John and Hannah Stamper. 
She was baptized at Christ Church June 8, 1729, aged three weeks, and was 
therefore just fifteen when our diarist found her so admirable. Her father 
was a successful merchant in Philadelphia, and in 1759 was chosen Mayor. 
She married Sept. 19, 1745, William Bingham. Her second son, William 
Bin-ham, U. S. Senator from Pennsylvania 1795-1801, married Miss Willing, 
whose great beauty combined with her husband's wealth and position made 
her the leader of Philadelphia society, and one of the most brilliant orna 
ments of the "Republican Court." It is perhaps remarkable that the 
younger Mrs. Bingham was a grandmother when but thirty-six years of age, 
her grandson, William Bingham Baring, afterwards 2d Baron Ashburton, 
was born in June, 1799. and she in August, 1764. The second husband of 
Mary Stamper was Michael Morgan O'Brien. 

(To be continued.) 



